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Biographical notes of speakers, discussants, chairs

Stanimir Alexandrov focuses his practice in the areas of international dispute resolution,
including investor-state arbitration and international commercial arbitration, and resolution of
trade disputes before the World Trade Organization (WTQO). He has advised and represented
private parties and governments in arbitration before the International Centre for Settlement
of Investment Disputes (ICSID), as well as in ICC, UNCITRAL and AAA international arbitrations.
He has also represented governments in WTO disputes. Mr. Alexandrov is appointed to the
ICSID’s Panel of Arbitrators and the Panel of Conciliators. He has served as an arbitrator in
investor-state disputes and appeared as expert witness in international arbitration on matters
relating to the interpretation of investment treaties. He is a professorial lecturer of law at the
George Washington University Law School in Washington DC, where he teaches courses on
international law and dispute settlement.

Prior to engaging in private practice, Mr. Alexandrov was Vice Minister of Foreign Affairs of
Bulgaria, and prior to that Deputy Chief of Mission of the Embassy of Bulgaria in Washington,
D.C.. In these capacities he negotiated more than a dozen BITs, with both developed and
developing countries. Mr. Alexandrov has a degree in international law from the Moscow
Institute of International Relations, an LL.M. and a degree of Doctor of Juridical Science from
The George Washington University Law School. In addition to English, he is fluent in French,
Russian and Spanish. Mr. Alexandrov has published several books and numerous articles. His
publications have been cited by parties to disputes before the International Court of Justice and
by Judges of the Court.

Debapriya Bhattacharya, a macro-economist and public policy analyst, is the Executive
Director of the Centre for Policy Dialogue (CPD), Bangladesh. Prior to joining CPD he worked as
a Senior Research Fellow at the Bangladesh Institute of Development Studies (BIDS). He
received his M.Sc. (Economics) with distinction and Ph.D. (Economics) from the Plekhanov
Institute of National Economy, Moscow. Dr. Bhattacharya was a Post-doctoral Fellow at the
Queen Elizabeth House, University of Oxford. He has been a Senior Fulbright Fellow at the
Centre for Global Development (CGD), Washington D.C., and a Visiting Fellow at the United
Nations University-Institute of New Technology, Maastricht and Department of Economics,
University of Strathclyde, Glasgow. He was a Director of Janata Bank, Bangladesh’s second
largest commercial bank. Currently he is a member of the Advisory Committee on WTO Affairs,
Ministry of Commerce, Government of Bangladesh, and a member of the governing body of
BRAC - the largest NGO of the world. Dr. Bhattacharya has more than one hundred publications
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to his credit including chapters in books, monographs, journals, articles and research reports.
He has contributed to the UN LDC Report 2000, UNCTAD-ICC Investment Guidelines, and Global
Competitiveness Report 2001, 2002 and 2003 of the World Economic Forum.

Aaron Cosbey is an economist with a master’s degree in Development Economics from
Dalhousie University, Canada (cum laude). He specializes in the areas of trade, investment and
sustainable development; international environmental governance; and climate change. He is
Associate and Senior Advisor with the Trade & Investment program, and Associate with the
Climate Change and Energy program at the International Institute for Sustainable Development.
He has published widely for over 15 years in the area of trade and sustainable development,
and more recently in the area of climate change and energy. Aaron currently serves on
International Trade Canada’s Market Access Advisory Group, advising the government on the
Doha Round negotiations. He has served as a Member of the Canadian Deputy Minister for
International Trade's Academic Advisory Council on Canadian Trade Policy, and of the Canadian
Minister for International Trade’s Environmental Sectoral Advisory Group on International
Trade.

Juan Falconi holds Ecuadorian citizenship and is a professional economist. He obtained his
Doctorate in Economics at the University of Paris, France (1983). He worked in the Statistics and
National Accounts Division of the Central Bank of Ecuador (1972-2000). He was in charge of
Negotiations on Services in Ecuador and the Andean Community (2000-2007). He has published
several papers on economic theory and policies.

Ann Florini is Visiting Professor and Director of the Centre on Asia and Globalization at the
Lee Kuan Yew School of Public Policy at the National University of Singapore. She is also Senior
Fellow in the Foreign Policy Studies Program at the Brookings Institution in Washington, DC.
She is internationally recognized as an authority on new approaches to global governance,
focusing on the roles of civil society and the private sector in addressing global issues.
Currently, she is examining governance in the energy sector. Her publications include The Right
to Know: Transparency for an Open World (Columbia University Press, May 2007); The Coming
Democracy: New Rules for Running a New World (Island Press, 2003/Brookings Press 2005); and
The Third Force: The Rise of Transnational Civil Society (Carnegie Endowment for International
Peace/Japan Center for International Exchange, 2000). Dr. Florini received her Ph.D. in political
science from UCLA and a Master's in Public Affairs from Princeton University.

Shreekant Gupta is visiting the Institute of South Asian Studies and NUS on leave from the
Delhi School of Economics, University of Delhi where he is Reader (Associate Professor). He has
worked as a policymaker and researcher in various areas spanning urban policy, energy,

environment, and economics over the last 25 years. Most recently he was Director (in the rank
of Additional Secretary to the Government of India), National Institute of Urban Affairs at New
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Delhi, where he played an important role in implementation of the federal government's
ambitious 7 year, US$12 billion urban renewal programme, the Jawaharlal Nehru Urban
Renewal Mission. He also led a team that rewrote the master plan for the city of Delhi.

Dr. Gupta has a doctorate in economics from the University of Maryland at College Park, and a
masters degree from the Delhi School of Economics. He was Fulbright Fellow at the
Massachusetts Institute of Technology (2001-2002), and Shastri Fellow at Queens University,
Canada (summer 2001). He has served on several national and international committees
including the Task Force to Evaluate Market-Based Instruments for Pollution Abatement,
Ministry of Environment and Forests, Government of India, the Economic Options Committee
of the Montreal Protocol, United Nations Environment Program (UNEP) and the
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC).

Darryl Jarvis is Associate Professor of Political Science in Lee Kuan Yew School of Public
Policy, National University of Singapore. His research and teaching interests focus on
international and political risk, and the political economy of investment into Asia. Prior to
joining NUS he was Senior Lecturer in the Faculty of Economics and Business at University of
Sydney, Australia, where he was also the foundation Director for the Centre for International
Risk, a joint enterprise between the University of Sydney, University of South Australia, and the
Center for Risk Research at Shiga University, Japan.

Makhdoom Ali Khan is a senior advocate of the Supreme Court of Pakistan and was the
Attorney General for Pakistan from 2001 till July 2006. He has advised Pakistan and appeared
for it in its cases before ICSID tribunals and was extensively involved in BIT negotiations
between the Government of Pakistan and other countries.

Vilawan Mangklatanakul received an LLB from Thammasat University, Thailand before
completing her LLM and PhD studies at the University of London. Her thesis relates to a
comparative evaluation of the legal environment for the promotion and protection of FDI in
Malaysia and Thailand. She currently holds a position of Counsellor at the Department of
International Economic Affairs, Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Thailand, where she participates as
legal adviser and negotiator in the negotiation of investment chapters of a number of free trade
agreements, for instance, JTEPA, Thailand-India FTA. She also holds a position of Associate
Judge at the Central Intellectual Property and International Trade Court of Thailand.

Mahnaz Malik obtained her B.A. (Hons) and M.A in law from Cambridge University, after
which she was admitted to practice law in New York, England & Wales and Pakistan. Before
joining 1ISD, Ms. Malik advised companies and governments at international law firm Simmons
& Simmons’ London and Hong Kong offices. She has advised on arbitrations conducted under
the auspices of leading international arbitral institutions such as the LCIA, ICC and ICSID. She
has advised governments and NGOs in relation to investment policy and international
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conventions, and regularly publishes and speaks on these issues. Ms. Malik single-handedly
organised a landmark conference in collaboration with the American Bar Association and the
New York State Bar Association to provide developing countries advice on investment
agreements. Her recent experience includes advising on a proposed bilateral investment treaty
between the US and a South Asian state; negotiations with respect to a regional investment
agreement involving 20 Southern and Eastern African states and providing an opinion to a
Central Asian country on its model investment treaty. Ms. Malik is a member of the ICC
Commissions on Arbitration and Anti-Corruption, and was recently listed as a “Leadership
Maker” in Asian Legal Business’s 100 Hot Lawyers 2005.

Howard Mann is the Senior International Law Advisor for the International Institute for
Sustainable Development, and is based in Ottawa, Canada. He has been active on international
investment law issues since he was an international lawyer with the Government of Canada in
1992, and now leads IISD's Investment and Sustainable Development program area. Howard
has published numerous articles on issues related to investment law and sustainable
development, and was lead author of 1ISD's 2005 Model International Agreement on
Investment for Sustainable Development, the leading comprehensive alternative model
agreement in the field. Howard was previously an international lawyer for the Government of
Canada and participated in many international negotiations in that capacity, including on
climate change and the NAFTA environmental agreement. Howard received his law degree
from McGill University and has an LL.M. and Ph.D from the London School of Economics. He has
taught at the University of Ottawa Law School and continues to lecture at conferences in all
parts of the world on investment law and sustainable development issues.

Karen Mills is a member of the Bar of the State of New York and has practiced in Indonesia
for almost 25 years, specialising primarily in oil, gas & energy, financing and general cross
border transactions, in which capacity she represents many multinational clients as well as
major state-owned companies. Ms. Mills is a Chartered Arbitrator and Fellow of the CIArb and
other Asian institutes, founded and Co-Chairs the Indonesia Chapter of ClArb and is on the
panel of arbitrators of most arbitral institutions in the region, including SIArb, Indonesia's BANI,
HKIAC, PDRCI, KLRCA, CIETAC, ADNDRC and others. With over 100 papers published in
professional journals and books, Ms. Mills often sits as arbitrator or mediator, and teaches all
manner of ClArb courses in the region and elsewhere. Ms. Mills is a founding member of the
KarimSyah law firm in Jakarta.

Alejandro Faya-Rodriguez is an attorney and counselor-at-law duly admitted to practice
law in Mexico. He has a First Degree in Law from the Universidad Iberoamericana Law School
(Mexico), a Magister Juris degree from the University of Oxford (England), and a Master Degree
in Public Policy from the Facultad Latinoamericana de Ciencias Sociales (Mexico). He also has
attended courses of Public and Private International Law at the Hague Academy of International
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Law. Mr. Faya has worked in prestigious law firms of Mexico City, in corporate and commercial
matters, foreign investment projects, international business transactions, arbitration and
energy. Mr. Faya is Deputy Director-General for International Affairs, of the Directorate-General
of Foreign Investment, at the Ministry of Economy. In that capacity, he is chief negotiator of all
investment treaties negotiated by Mexico, as well as counsel for investment policy issues
before international organizations and within the Government. He has negotiated several
agreements now in force with countries from Asia, Europe and Latin America.

Mr. Faya is a professor of law at both graduate and undergraduate levels, in the Universidad
Iberoamericana Law School and in the Universidad Nacional Autonoma de Mexico Graduate
Law Division, where he teaches foreign investment law and treaty law. Also Mr. Faya delivers
on a regular basis, in Mexico and abroad, seminars and lectures on subjects related to his areas
of expertise; he also has several publications, including legal papers and journalistic articles.

John Savage is a partner of the law firm of Shearman & Sterling LLP. He leads the firm's
international arbitration practice in Asia, and is co-managing partner of the firm's Singapore
office. John has represented governments and corporations in over 70 international
arbitrations, under the auspices of numerous institutions worldwide, including ICSID, the ICC,
the LCIA and the SIAC. These include investor and state representations in nine ICSID
investment treaty arbitrations. John has also been appointed chairman, sole arbitrator and co-
arbitrator in ICSID, ICC, KLRCA and SIAC arbitrations. In addition, John has advised government
representatives in Asia on the negotiation and drafting of bilateral investment treaties. John's
publications include two in-depth articles on the development of investment treaties and
investment treaty arbitration in Asia. He is also the co-editor of "Fouchard, Gaillard, Goldman
on International Commercial Arbitration".

M Sornarajah LLM (Yale) PhD, LLD (London) is C.J. Koh Professor of Law at the Faculty of
Law of the National University of Singapore. He was previously Head of the Law School of the
University of Tasmania, Australia. He was Research Fellow at the Centre for International Law,
Cambridge and at the Max Planck Institut fur Offentliches Auslandisches Recht at Heidelburg,
Germany. He was International Law Fellow and Visiting Professor at American University at
Washington DC. He is Professorial Fellow at the Centre for Petroleum and Natural Resources
Law at the University of Dundee, Scotland. He is Visiting Professor at the World Trade Institute
of the Universities of Berne and Neuchatel, Switzerland.

He is the author of The Pursuit of Nationalized Property (Martinus Nijhoff, The Hague, 1986);
International Commercial Arbitration (Longman, 1992); The Law of International Joint Ventures
(Longman, 1994); The International Law on Foreign Investment (Cambridge University Press,
1996, 2nd ed., 2004) and The Settlement of Foreign Investment Disputes (2001). He was the
Director of the UNCTAD/WTO Programme on Investment Treaties, Pretoria and New Delhi. He
is a Fellow of the Australian Centre for International Commercial Arbitration and is on the
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Regional Panel of the Singapore International Arbitration Centre. He has been arbitrator or
counsel in several leading arbitrations and has published extensively in the area of international
commercial arbitration, public international law and international investment law. He was,
recently, expert counsel for Argentina in El Paso v The Republic of Argentina.

Pilar Victoria Cerdén Zapata is an attorney at law, with a Postgraduate and Masters —LLM
— degree in Private & Corporate Law from Pontificia Bolivariana University, Colombia. She has
been a full time University professor, researcher and bilingual consultant in various Universities
in Colombia (EAFIT University, Medellin; and Rosario University, Bogota) and has carried out
investment research projects at McGill University, Canada, (sponsored by the Canadian
Government) and in Lancaster University in the United Kingdom. As a result of these research
activities she has published several papers in local refereed magazines. Currently, Ms. Pilar
Cerdn works for the Colombian Government, as an Investment Negotiator in the Ministry of
Trade, Industry and Tourism of Colombia and has dealt with several negotiations of
International Agreements (Both BIT negotiations and Investment Chapters of Trade
Agreements).
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