Environment, Conflict and
Peacebuilding at IISD =

ADDRESSING THE LINKS AMONG ENVIRONMENTAL
CHANGE, NATURAL RESOURCES AND SECURITY
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Our approach

[ISD’s program on Environment, Conflict and Peacebuilding is
broad in scope, global in reach and grounded in our experience
at the field level. Our team works in a diverse number of
settings with a wide array of partners: from climate experts in
the Middle East, to conservationists in the Albertine Rift, to
local communities in South Asia. In particular, the program:

« Analyzes emerging threats from environmental change and
natural resource use

« Convenes different stakeholders to discuss shared problems
« Produces compelling and policy-relevant reports

« Develops new tools to address these challenges

« Communicates its findings to decision-makers

- Trains practitioners in new ways to integrate conflict or
environmental perspectives in their work
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« CARE International
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2 - UNEP GreatApes Survival Project, Kenya

== .« International Environmental Law Research Centre, Kenya
W . International Union for Conservation of Nature, Switzerland
« Institute for Security Studies, South Africa
« Saferworld, U.K.
« Sustainable Development Institute of Liberia, Freetown
@2 . UNITAR, Switzerland
<. University of California, Irvine, U.S.
« University of Maryland, U.S.
B2 . Wildlife Conservation Society, U.S.
« Woodrow Wilson Center for International Scholars,
Washington, U.S.

« World Wide Fund.for Nature, U.S.
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'S There is much to do at a practical level. 11SD helps practitioners
B e ddress the environmental dimensions of conflict by training
. . " conservationists in conflict-sensitive programming, evaluating
) " environmental interventions in conflict zones and developing

. guidance for natural resource governance in fragile and post-
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CLIMATE CHANGE AND
CONFLICT IN THE
MIDDLE EAST

Climate change in the Jordan River
basin threatens to reduce already
scarce water resources, increase food
insecurity and hinder economic
growth. 1ISD, funded by Denmark,
conducted extensive consultations to
outline the threats that climate
change could pose to regional
security and suggest strategies to
address those threats.

ENVIRONMENTAL
CHANGE AND THE NEW
CANADIAN SECURITY
AGENDA

Global environmental change
threatens Canada’s domestic security
and interests overseas. In this study
for Environment Canada, our team
identified three particular challenges:
first is the struggle for control of
shipping routes across a warming
Arctic, second is the hunt for new
sources of energy and third is
political stability in regions of
economic and strategic importance
to Canada.
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PEACEBU

INTEGRATING ENVIRONMENTAL
CONSIDERATIONS INTO UN PEACEBUILDING

Since 2007, at the request of the United Nations Environment
Programme, IISD has led an Expert Group that advises UN
agencies on how better natural resource and environmental
management contributes to more effective peacebuilding.

ENSURING THAT TRADE AND AID POLICIES
REINFORCE, RATHER THAN UNDERMINE,
SECURITY

This project, funded by Norway, introduced the links between
trade, aid and security, and exposed how inappropriate or
misused trade and aid policies can undermine security and
contribute to state fragility. On a practical level, it demonstrated

- how trade and aid policy can be used to help forge stability and
security, reduce the likelihood of armed conflict and assist
NS A economic and political recovery.
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Many of the world's bua‘d-;e‘r;w*mtspots are located in politically. unstable areas. IISD with the s support of
the MacArthur Foundation, has developed the Conflict-Sensitive Conservation Practitioners” Manual, which

provides a decision-making framework to help conservationists understand and address natural resource-
based conflict, and mte'grate this understanding into conservation programs. In so doing, conservationists
can avoid exacerbatlgg_;:&rict%nd maximize opportunities for peacebu’]dmg-
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ASSESSING UNEP S AFGHANISTAN PROGRAMM& __ -

Since 2003, UNEP has bewworkw& in Afghanistan to establish a Ministry of Environment and build

capacity for the protection‘and rehabilitation of the enwronment IISD conducted an assessment of UNEP’s
Afghanistan Programme and provided recommendations for how UNEP could n—:}pond efféctlvel)f‘b the
extremelrﬁh.ajj_mgmg, changmﬂntext f modern-day Afghanistan. ol L.
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a non-partisan charitable
organization specializing in
research, analysis and
information exchange
Through our office
Winnipeg, Otta
and Geneva, IIS S
decision-makers in business,
government and non-
government organizations
and other sectors by creating
and implementing policies to
benefit the global economy,
environment and social
well-being. 11ISD has a diverse  Environment, Conflict and Peacebwldmg progra '
team of more than 150 experts c/o the International Institute for Sustainable Deveiopment'

located in more than 30 9 chemin de Balexert e 3

countries, and through Chatelaine 1219 . ﬁ

our dynamic portfolio of Geneva, Switzerland ° IFtornational  Instin 5 5l
programs and projects, T:+41.(0).22.917.8683 IISd 'gjggifﬁafgg Qésgggggﬁlq grl:t et
has partnered with over www.iisd.org{securi_ty Development durable

200 organizations worldwide.

IISD is a registered charitable organization in Canada and has 501(c)3 status in the United States.
Cover photo: Sandstorm in Darfur, UNEP



