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Governing Sustainability Globally

April 25, 2013, Beijing

[ISD Vice-President (International) Mark Halle spoke at a panel discussion at Carnegie Tsinghua, alongside Zhang
Haibin, professor at Peking University and Zhou Dadi, former director general of Energy Research Institute at the
National Development and Reform Commission. The discussion was hosted by Wang Tao and addressed the
challenges and future of the global governance of sustainable development.

Failure and Success

Despite successes in many areas and the effective resolution of a number of sustainable development problems, we
are still moving backwards on important sustainable development variables. Halle's premise was that, although the
achievements are clear, international governance mechanisms for sustainable development fail two essential tests:
they are an inadequate response given the dimensions of the challenges posed by sustainable development and they
have are unable to evolve at the pace at which the challenges themselves advance.

Global Cooperation Limitations and Transformation

Halle then reviewed three major areas in which global cooperation is required: climate change (the United Nations
Framework Convention on Climate Change process), trade (the Doha Round at the World Trade Organization) and
the broader global agenda on sustainable development (Rio+20). Halle observed that, in each case, the process was
either at a virtual standstill or had yielded disappointing results, despite the importance and urgency of the issues
and the dangers attached to failure.

Given that reality, Halle speculated that future progress would come from a wide variety of approaches that play
out at different levels, across different stakeholder communities and over a multitude of issues, some tightly defined
and some universal. Those approaches include, but are not limited to: enabling policy frameworks aligned to the right
institutions, reforming economic policies; unconventional alliances between governments, the private sector and civil
society actors; enforcing environmental provisions; and designing new approaches to political accountability.

The Role of China

Halle noted the positive future implications of China’s rapidly growing role in international governance for sustainable
development. ISD and the Norway-based Fridtjof Nansen Institute are designing a project with partners in the
Chinese Academy of Social Sciences to map out China’s present and desirable future goals in these mechanisms.
The project is considering China's strategy in traditional global institutions like the United Nations; new global or
regional configurations like the Group of 20 (G-20) and Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation, as well as purpose-built
forums like the Forum for China-Africa Cooperation; its growing participation in non-governmental organizations (e.g.,
assuming the presidency of the International Union for the Conservation of Nature); and China’s strategies across the
soft-power world of voluntary standards and supply chain governance.

Carnegie Tsinghua's 's full report of the event can be found here: http:/carnegietsinghua.org/2013,/04,/25/governing-
sustainability-globally/gTwy

Comments are welcome in English to Mark Halle (mhalle@iisd.org), or in Chinese or English to [ISD China program
(iisdchina@gmail.com)
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Tel: +1(204) 958-7700 | Fax: +1(204) 958-7710 | Web site: www.iisd.org

About IISD

The International Institute for Sustainable Development (IISD) contributes to sustainable development by advancing policy
recommendations on international trade and investment, economic policy, climate change and energy, and management
of natural and social capital, as well as the enabling role of communication technologies in these areas. We report on
international negotiations and disseminate knowledge gained through collaborative projects, resulting in more rigorous
research, capacity building in developing countries, better networks spanning the North and the South, and better global
connections among researchers, practitioners, citizens and policy-makers.

[ISD’s vision is better living for all—sustainably; its mission is to champion innovation, enabling societies to live sustainably.
[ISD is registered as a charitable organization in Canada and has 501(c)(3) status in the United States. IISD receives core
operating support from the Government of Canada, provided through the International Development Research Centre
(IDRC), from the Danish Ministry of Foreign Affairs and from the Province of Manitoba. The Institute receives project funding
from numerous governments inside and outside Canada, United Nations agencies, foundations and the private sector.
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